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deal with Miss M., as Mrs. JR. would not.    Our con-
versation was very interesting and carried on in a tone
that all the rest of the company could hear.    One fact
was new and strange.    Speaking of the use of ardent
spirits by the poor, she said its high price precluded its
use, there were now few gin-shops.    Opium had been
substituted by the poor for gin, and apothecaries boys
kept constantly busy, making up penny and ha-penny
worths of opium.    It was taken not in sufficient quan-
tities to exhilarate, but only to stupefy and satisfy the
cravings of hunger.   What a wretched state of society
does this imply!   Her conversation is rich in most in-
teresting illustrations  of manners,  facts and  opinions
and what she said at dinner, if written clown would fill
4 or 5 such pages.   While at table, a note from Mr. Clay
was handed me, so handsomely written and so full of
cimpliments for Miss M. and regrets from being pre-
vented joining our party in the evening, that I handed
it to her and she then burst forth in an eloquent eulo-
gium of him.   It was near 7 when we returned to the
parlour, which was brilliantly lighted, (as I think light
a great promoter of social pleasure).    Mr. King was
lounging in the rocking chair, quite at his ease.    He
knew Miss M. and instantly sat down on one side of her,
I on the other.   Mr. King1 engaged her in details about
the English affairs and great men.    She was copious
and interesting in her details.    I wish I could relate
a hundredth part of what she said, but it is impossible.
She pronounced Lord Durham (Mr. Lambton, that was)
to be the greatest man now in England.   "He will soon
be our premier, he will be the savior of England!" said
she with enthusiasm.   He is her greatest and most in-
timate personal, as well as political friend.   All the other
1 Probably John Pendleton King, Senator from Georgia.t.    The very of the founders of Liberia,le before he would give his consent.on and expen-            '!ious, cruel and despotic.              ]
